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Dear Parents, Guardians and Learners 

I would like to begin by wishing you and your families a blessed holiday 
break with your children.  The children and staff deserve a well-earned 
break after this very busy term which seemed to have flown by.  I would 
also like to thank all learners, parents and staff for their support over the 
past term.  St Nicholas is a truly special community which I am privileged to lead as 
Headmaster of the Junior School.  
 
It is with much pleasure that we can reflect on an exceptional half of the 2018 year. It is 
always so encouraging to see how young boys and girls engage themselves in the academic, 
sporting and cultural life of the school and the steady and meaningful improvement that is 
made in these areas.  During this time, most of our children have made good and steady 
academic progress, played their hearts out on the netball courts and soccer fields and sang 
most beautifully. 
 
The support shown by our St Nicholas community was very evident during our Parent Contact 
Evenings, Eden Kids collection, Tekkie Tax Day, Polar Bear Day and our Fireside Festival.  My 
gratitude to all parents, learners and staff for supporting these events.  The money raised 
from this event will be used to pay for outreach work and to upgrade our facilities at school 
so that all our children and staff can benefit from it. 
 
Your children will be coming home on Friday with a school report.  This creates an ideal 
opportunity for you and your child to engage in a discussion regarding his/her academics at 
school.  Of concern to me is the lack of reading taking place at home and the poor skills 
displayed by most children when it comes to basic bonds and tables.  Please encourage your 
child to read during the holidays and to learn their “time tables” every day.  The reading will 
assist greatly in developing their vocabulary skills and the “tables” will grow their confidence 
in Mathematics. 
 
We have had a very busy term on the netball courts, soccer fields and during chess matches.  
All our children played with real passion and commitment and the children and staff should 
be commended for all their efforts.  We have had some fantastic victories, some close losses 
and one or two heavy defeats.  All these results have a lesson which the children learn from – 
that is the beauty of sport.  Best wishes to Siphosethu Madibi who will be representing KZN in 
the inter-provincial soccer tournament.   
 
We bid farewell to Mrs Henderson who has been with us at St Nicholas Diocesan School for the 
past 11 years.  She will be dearly missed by the children and her colleagues.  I want to wish 
Mrs Henderson well in all her future endeavours and thank her for contributing to the well-
being of our children over the past 11 years.  We welcome Mrs V Mckay back to our St Nicholas 
Diocesan School community.  Mrs Mckay will be replacing Mrs Henderson as the Grade Four 
class teacher from 1 August till the end of this year. 
 
School closes on Friday at 11h00 and there will be no aftercare.  I am sure that you will agree 
with me that the children and staff have worked very hard during this term and they deserve 
to start their holidays at 11h00.  Please ensure that your child is picked up by 11h15. 
 
I trust that you will spend some quality time with your children during this holiday.  One 
cannot underestimate the value of quality time between a parent and a child.  Talk with one 
another, play with one another, exercise with one another, read with one another, learn with 
one another and most importantly, grow with one another. 
 
Kind Regards                                                                                                                            

Kamal Rugbar (Headmaster – Junior School) 


