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Newsletter 3: 18 February 2016  

Dear Parents/ Guardians and Learners 

For the past two weeks, St Nicholas Diocesan School 

has been focusing on integrity as one of our underlying 

values. We have focused on it in assemblies, chapels 

and in the classroom. We believe that it is an essential 

cornerstone to creating great men and women. 

Integrity is one of the qualities that is often talked 

about in connection with leadership but is not always 

easy to define. It includes honesty, decency, and 

authenticity, but is not any of these and more than the 

sum of its parts. I would like to share a story with you 

that helps to illustrate integrity. 

"The New Emperor" 

An ageing emperor in the East decided on a novel way 

to choose his successor. He called the city's youths to 

his palace. Handing out some special seeds, he told 

them, "Go and plant these seeds. In a year's time, I will 

judge your plants and choose the new emperor." 

One boy named Ling took his pot home and planted the 

seed. Every day he watered it but nothing grew. Even 

though his friends at school were talking about their 

growing plants, Ling only had an empty pot. 

When the day came to return to the palace, Ling went 

with a frightened heart. The emperor appeared. All the 

other youths had magnificent plants. When the 

emperor saw Ling's plant, he summoned him to the 

front and announced to the crowd, "Behold your new 

emperor! He has courage and integrity for all the seeds 

I gave you were boiled and useless. He was the only one 

that did not cheat. He will be a wise ruler over you all." 

Let us all work towards becoming a country of men and 

women with integrity. 

Yours sincerely 

Leon Grove 

 

OUR VALUES: Faith, Respect, Compassion, Integrity, Humility, Passion, Wisdom, 

Truth, Discipline and Courage 
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Dear Parents, Guardians and Learners 

HOMEWORK 

The purpose of homework is to review classwork and 

practice skills. As children complete their homework, 

they become more invested in and responsible for 

their learning. Homework places demands on children 

that help them develop mental skills. It demands that 

a child concentrates, follows directions, organizes 

materials, solves problems and works independently. 

Homework offers a way to show a growing sense of 

competence and independence. Additionally, 

homework helps forge a connection between school 

and home. 

Studies comparing learners who completed 

homework versus those who did not indicate that 

homework can help improve performance in 

assessment tests. Findings were observed for students 

in grades 2-5 as well as in high school students. In 

looking at results across several studies, the average 

homework completer had higher test scores than 73% 

of non-completers (Cooper, Robinson, & Patall, 2006). 

Thus, there is good evidence that doing homework 

not only reinforces concepts introduced in class; but it 

also boosts academic achievement as well. 

Parents play an important role in the homework 

process. Parents should not only sign the homework 

book but also: 

1. Communicate: Discuss with your children to get a 

good understanding of what is expected in the task. 

2. Monitor: Talk about the homework so your child 

can figure out what needs to be done. For children 

ages 12 and above, you may want to leave it up to 

your child's discretion whether he or she wants help. 

3. Encourage: Regardless of your child's age,                     

never underestimate the importance and impact of 

your praise and encouragement. Talking about an 

assignment and showing interest in your child's 

schoolwork may also help your child maintain his or 

her motivation and interest. 

 4. Model behaviour: Parents' beliefs and practices                               

are very influential on children’s success. Show that 

you think homework is important by providing a 

consistent time and place for it. 

Children who do not complete their homework 

tasks will be dealt with by means of a Friday 

afternoon detention. Staff put in a lot of time and 

effort in preparing homework activities and it is only 

fair that all children complete these tasks as this 

reinforces concepts taught in the classroom. I am 

very concerned about the number of Grade 7 

learners who aren’t doing their homework. I will be 

paying special attention to these Grade 7’s this 

week. 

Our sport and co-curricular programme is up and 

running very smoothly. Last week we played 

basketball matches against Bisley and we won most 

of our games.  Our swimming team is preparing for 

two upcoming galas in the next two weeks. I wish to 

thank all parents for ensuring that all children are 

wearing their correct sports kit and the correct 

school uniforms. Our Primary School learners are 

looking very smart and tidy. 

The Valentine’s/Civvies Day was extremely 

successful.  We managed to raise an amount of 

R1300-00. Each teacher in the Primary School also 

contributed 5L of bottled water. The R1300-00 will 

be used to purchase writing materials for 

Sibongunbonvu School in Cedara.  The water will 

also be donated to this school. Thank you most 

kindly for your generosity and for supporting this 

outreach effort. 

I want to encourage all Grade 6 and 7 parents to 

come to our High School Open Day on Saturday, 12 

March 2016 starting at 08h00. Our High School 

offers most of what other schools’ offer and I 

encourage all parents to attend this Open Day 

which will allow you to make an informed decision 

on the High School of choice for your child. One of 

the advantages of sending your child to our High 

School is that it allows continuity and a smoother 

transition from our Primary School to High School 

which could be traumatic for your child if he or she 

moves to another school. We also understand the 

needs of your child and this vital information could 

be filtered to our High School Staff members rather 

than your child making a new start at a new school. 

Please note that school will be closed on Monday,       

22 February 2016 for Mid Term. I trust that you will 

spend some quality time with your children at 

From the Junior School 

 

 



 

 St Nicholas Diocesan 

School Interact Club has 

gotten off to a great 

start for 2016. Their 

themes for the year are 

“Fighting Disease" and 

"Supporting Education.”  

 

 

Did you know that 1 in 4 South Africans are affected by Cancer? 

 

On 12/02/2016 the club took the opportunity to celebrate Valentine’s Day by raising 

money for CANSA with a cake sale, civvies day and raffle. It was a proud moment when 

the funds raised were handed over to Bruce Kenneth of CANSA (Pmb Branch) on 

16/02/2016. The Club managed to raise an impressive R2200!!! According to CANSA, 

this could help save the lives of close to 8 people by enabling screening tests that can 

catch Cancer in its early stages which are otherwise unaffordable.  

 

Interact could not have done this without the help of the learners who contributed, and 

parents who encouraged their children to support. Thank you! Well done to each and 

every club member for their time, hard work, love and dedication. A special thanks to 

Miss Hayley Marcovich for her passion and dedication to the Interact Club. Keep up the 

great work team.  
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MRS R TOWNSEND AND THE GRADE 11 

LEARNERS DURING A LIFE SCIENCE 

EXPERIMENT. 

Love is all around us… 

The Valentine’s/Civvies Day was extremely successful. The Primary 

School managed to raise an amount of R1300-00. Each teacher in the 

Primary School also contributed 5L of bottled water. The R1300-00 was 

used to purchase writing materials for Sibongunbonvu School in 

Cedara. The water was also donated to this school. Well done to 

everyone, this is what love is about. 

 



 

 

 

Our Basketball Teams are showing great strength, perseverance and 

teamwork. We are extremely proud of their achievements and success thus 

far. Good Luck teams for all the upcoming matches. 

 

Our 1st team came third in the Liberty February 

Frenzy School Basketball Challenge, losing by 1 

point to College and 3 points to St Charles. They 

are through to the next round which will be held in 

Durban on 28 February 2016. Good Luck Team!!! 

  

RESULTS: 

Matches on 12/02/2016 v Michaelhouse School: 

1st team won: 44-40  

u16: lost (Good Effort Team) 

u14: lost (Good Effort Team) 

Matches on 16/02/2016 v St Charles: 

u14: Cancelled due to rain 

u16: Lost by a close margin 

1st team: Play stopped after 1st quarter due to bad light. 

The Grade 12 Umtwalume Trip – 26/02/2016 

Dear Parents. Please note that school will be closed on Monday, 22 February 2016 (as per 

calendar) for Mid Term Break. Please enjoy this time with your children. The children 

will return to school on Tuesday, 23 February 2016. 
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Join us for our 1st Blood Drive for 2016. 

When: 04/03/2016(Friday), 13:30-15:30 

Where: St Nicholas Diocesan School 

Why: Because your blood donation could save a life…. 

 

 

 

 

 


