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Dear Parents, Guardians and Learners  
 
The teachers and I were delighted to welcome our children back to school this 
morning and to term three.  I trust that the children had a good holiday and that you 
managed to spend some quality time with your children.  Term three is another busy 
term.  You should have received the following correspondence today from school: 
 

 Term Three Calendar 
 Term Three Co-curricular Programme 
 This Junior School Newsletter 

 
Please keep this information safely and make regular reference to it.  The co-curricular programme 
commences tomorrow and parents are requested to assist in ensuring that children pack the relevant kit 
on the respective sport days.  All children are encouraged to participate in at least one code of sport a 
term.  I have spoken previously on the health benefits of playing sport. 
 
This morning in Assembly, I spoke to the children about giving of their best of themselves and being the 
best version of themselves.  In order for us to be the best version of ourselves, it is required that we have a 
positive mind-set.  Children have to believe in themselves, trust their instincts, and learn to be proactive 
and to work hard towards achieving any set goals.  I would like to encourage all parents to talk to your 
children about this topic at home as well.  Always encourage children with positive comments and reaffirm 
them rather than discourage them with a negative comment.  You can speak to your children about this 
topic at home and here are a few focus points:- 
 

- Being the best they can be regarding positive behaviours and attitude 
Attitude is a small word that makes a very big difference in life.  Children should be encouraged to 
develop a positive attitude about themselves and their academic progress.  They need to respect 
themselves, all adults and the environments they may find themselves in be it in the classrooms, 
playgrounds, at home or in the public domain. 

- Being the best they can be in the classroom  
This will help improve the academic results if children give of their best in all tasks allocated to 
them during teaching time.  In order to achieve this, children need to come prepared for lessons 
and to be disciplined to sit, listen to the teacher and participate actively in the lesson. 

- Being the best they can be on the sports fields 
Children must always be encouraged to give of their best on the sports field.  They should be 
motivated to play hard and within the rules and to respect their opponents and the match officials 
at all times.  It is very important to shake the hands of your opponents and umpires after every 
single game immaterial whether you won or lost the game. 
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Safety of our children and staff continue to be our priority at St. Nicholas Diocesan School.  Of concern to 
us lately are the different people picking up children on a daily basis.  The security card system will 
continue this term and no person will be allowed through the security gates at Aftercare without producing 
these cards.  This may cause some inconvenience but the safety of our children and staff cannot and will 
not be compromised.  It is also very important to inform the school if there are family issues at home as we 
are regularly faced with the issue of parents wanting access to children when there are issues between 
mum and dad or the family structure.   
 
The Intermediate Phase (Grade Four to Seven) Parent Contact afternoon is scheduled for Tuesday, 23 July 
2019 between 14h00 and 17h30.  The co-curricular programme for this day will be cancelled to allow staff 
to interact on a one on one basis with parents.  All parents are encouraged to attend this contact session to 
discuss your child’s progress and well-being at St. Nicholas Diocesan School.  The sad reality is that only the 
very concerned and interested parents attend these sessions and this is very concerning.  A reminder will 
be sent home in this regard. 
 
Our Grade Three to Grade Seven opening Eucharist will take place this Thursday at 07h30 in the school 
hall.  The service will be led by Father Thapelo.  If there are any parents who are keen to attend, please do 
so.  The service should finish before 08h15. 
 
Please note that the Junior School will be closed on Friday, 2 August to allow all our Junior School teachers 
to attend the Proudly Primary Conference in Hillcrest.  A reminder will be sent out next week.  Our Grade 
Fives depart for their class camp on Wednesday, 31 July and return on Friday, 2 August and although 
school is closed for Grades RR to Seven, arrangements will need to be made to collect the Grade Five 
children from school when they return from their camp on Friday.  School will be closed for all other 
Grades in the Junior School on Friday, 2 August.   
 
I trust this will be a very productive term for our children and staff.  I encourage parents to play their very 
critical role in the education of our children.   
 
Blessings 
 
Deus Ducit – God Leads 

 
 
 
 
 

Kamal Rugbar (Headmaster – Junior School) 


