
 
 

 

 

21 January 2021 

Dear Mums and Dads 

I would like to begin my first newsletter for 2021 by wishing all our girls, boys, parents and the broader St. Nicholas 

Diocesan School family a healthy and rewarding year ahead.  We have all lost loved ones due to COVID-19 in the last 

few months and this has made us more appreciative than ever of the value of relationships and of our human frailty.  

Our girls, boys and staff have sadly lost parents over the holidays.  We send our condolences and love to these 

families.  The new variant of COVID-19 has proven to spread more rapidly in South Africa and seems to be claiming 

more lives.  With this in mind, I am asking that we be more cautious in the coming days.  Please wear a mask, sanitise 

as often as possible and please practice and maintain social distancing. 

We were hoping to start the year off with our children and staff back at school.  Unfortunately, this is not the case 

and we continue to act on the advice given by the National Coronavirus Command Council and President Cyril 

Ramaphosa.  As a school, we are awaiting the gazette from the Department of Education which will advise us on 

when we (as an independent) school may re-open.  To this end, I can assure all our children, parents and staff that 

our school has all the necessary protocols already in place and we are ready to open our doors to our girls and boys 

when the date is gazetted. 

We have already started our ‘online’ programme and I am glad that almost all our parents have picked up the work-

packs from the school.  Children should be encouraged not to do all the work at once as this will only create anxiety 

amongst the children (and parents).  The work will be communicated by the teacher via the WhatsApp groups on a 

daily basis.  Please feel free to contact the class teacher for assistance.  The teachers are equipped to set up Google 

Meets and WhatsApp video calls to assist the children.  The school Administration Office will remain open from 

07h30 till 13h00 from Monday to Friday.  We will continue with ‘online’ teaching until the Department of Education 

confirms that our children may return to school.  This will be communicated to parents promptly. 

I wish to thank all children and parents who joined us yesterday evening for our Junior School opening Assembly.  My 

message to all those who attended was a simple one – we need to put our trust in God and He will lead us on the 

correct path.  I also spoke to the children about having HOPE and that this tough time will pass.  Our next Junior 

School online Assembly will take place next Wednesday, 27 January at 17h30.  The link to the GOOGLE Meet 

Assembly will be sent on all WhatsApp groups on Monday.  Please join us and share in this community time with us. 

Despite these challenging times, we are committed to our teaching and learning at St. Nicholas Diocesan School.  We 

wish our girls, boys, parents, staff and our broader St. Nicholas community a successful and enjoyable year ahead. 

 

 

Take care and God bless. 

 
Kamal Rugbar (Headmaster – Junior School)   
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